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EIB activities in the water and urban development sectors

Dr Sebastian Hyżyk



The EIB: the EU bank
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‣ Natural financing
partner for the EU 
institutions since 1958

‣ Around 90% of lending
is within the EU

‣ Shareholders: 28 EU 
Member States

Investing in 
Europe’s growth



The EIB at a glance

‣ Largest multilateral lender and borrower in the 
world
‣ We raise our funds on the international capital markets
‣ We pass on favourable borrowing conditions to clients

‣ Some 450 projects each year in over 160 countries

‣ Headquartered in Luxembourg with 40 local offices

‣ Around 3 000 staff:
‣ Not only finance professionals, but also engineers, 

sector economists and socio-environmental experts
‣ 60 years of experience in financing projects
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Our priorities

Environment Infrastructure Innovation SMEs

EUR

16.7bn

EUR

18bn

EUR

13.8bn

EUR

29.6bn
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We deliver impact where it is needed

03/10/20185

JOBS
3.9m jobs in small

businesses

HEALTH
45.7m people with
access to improved

health services

EDUCATION
1.1m students

benefiting from
EIB-financed projects

WATER
23m people 

benefiting from safer
drinking water

TRANSPORT
735m additional

passengers

ENERGY
10.4m households

powered by EIB 
projects

URBAN
572 000 households

in social and 
affordable housing

DIGITAL
7.44m people with
new or upgraded

connections



EIB Activity in the water sector
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 Largest source of financing to the sector
 Over EUR 60 Bn deployed to date, 90% in the EU
 Lending to the water sector = 5% of EIB’s total

lending
 Lending covers the whole water cycle (water

resources, water supply, sanitation, flood
protection)

 New Water Sector Lending Orientation
(Dec 2017) – focus on strengthening water
security

 Key strategic areas: support to water utilities
including also smaller ones, Industrial Water
Management and Innovation
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EIB Activity in the urban development sector

 Over EUR 22 Bn in urban lending in 2017 

 EIB has lent directly to over 150 of the 930 EU cities 
with a population above 75,000

 Objectives: urban regeneration, social inclusion, 
climate action, enhanced community resilience, 
smarter development

 A new advisory instrument called URBIS (Urban 
Investment Support)

 EU Urban Agenda under the Pact of Amsterdam 

 SDG 11
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EIB supporting the transition to a circular economy

 CE is strongly aligned with EIB policy objectives 
(Innovation, Environment, SME, Climate action)

 EIB helps bridge financing gaps and catalyse investments 
through EFSI, InnovFin and other risk sharing instruments

 EIB can advise on CE project structuring/financing

 EIB water projects support energy recovery, 
reuse of treated wastewater and recycling of nutrients 
from sewage sludge into high quality fertiliser

 EIB promotes water efficiency, water stewardship and 
innovation
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Adaptation to Climate Change

 Too much and too little water…

 Water/Energy/Food/Land Use

 Climate Risk and Vulnerability 
Assessment

 Changing urban landscapes (NZEBs, 
smart mobility, green infrastructure, 
permeable paving materials, land-use 
planning…)

 1/3 of urban lending to Climate Action
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EUR 

19bn

for climate
in 2017

USD100bn

2016-2020



Thank you!

More information at: www.eib.org

info@eib.org

Tel.: +352 4379-22000
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